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The ultimate adventure isn’t defined by limits. It is found by breaking through 
your own perceived barriers, as you ride off into extreme terrain on the most powerful 
production offroad bike available - the new KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R. 
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THE GM11 OFFROAD HELMET 
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Now go and find some adventure. 
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A RESOLUTION 


INSIDER: 



The New Year is upon us and as always the ubiq- 
uitous volley of resolutions is coming in hot and 
heavy from every angle. January is a reset - a 
chance to do more, do it better or not to do it at 
all. For the past 20 years I’ve made resolutions 
and not once have I ever followed through for 
more than a month, maybe two at the max. This 
year, however, I decided to make a resolution I 
can stick with for the entire year. Screw dieting. 
I’m going to keep biting my nails and I’m not giv- 
ing up my coffee. 

But, I AM going to have fun . ..on two wheels .. .as 
much as possible! As adventure and dual-sport 
riders we are the best equipped for upholding to 
this resolution. Street ride for coffee with buds 
in Los Angeles? I’m in. Desert day at Jawbone? 
You don’t have to ask twice. We can dip our rid- 
ing chip into any bowl of fun we want. But this 
is a two-part resolution with the second half re- 
quiring some community service. 

I can hear you now: “You had me at fun; now 
there is service involved? Ugh.” But not so quick; 
the second bit is to make sure you share the fun. 
Invite a friend, plan a ride or show a new rider 
or old timer how awesome it is to be able to go 
anywhere anytime on a dual-sport or adventure 
bike. The segment only gets stronger and more 
fun as more riders join in. That means cooler 
bikes, better gear and more events. 

So what do you think? Want to join me in one of 
the easiest resolutions to keep that absolutely 
will make your life better? I thought so! When 
and where are we riding next? 









elywoody 

All Around the World > 
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CenturyLink Field 


brahmino 

Madonna Di Campiglio, Trentino-Alto... > 


joanbarredabort 


touratechusa 


The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
#upshift_online on your photos 
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1. Maxima Pro Plus+ 100% Synthetic Engine Oil 

Maxima’s newest 100% Synthetic 4-stroke engine oil is ester fortified and specifically 
formulated to exceed JASO MA2 requirements for 4-stroke engines with integrated 
wet clutches. Designed to prolong clutch life and provide excellent feel. Surface active 
chemistry lowers engine temperatures, increases film strength and extends oil drain 
intervals. Balanced additive system minimizes engine deposits while protecting critical 
engine, transmission and clutch components. Meet and exceeds API SL, JASO MA2 
specifications. Available in the most popular viscosities to fit all OEM models, 10W-30, 
10W-40, 10W-50 and 20W-50. Available in: 1 liter and 1 gallon vww.maximausa.com 


2. Nikon Monarch 5 Binoculars 

If you are looking to find your lost riding buddy across 
the giant dry lake bed, give the new Nikon Monarch 5 
10x42 binoculars a try. Even with an uncontested heri- 
tage of all-conditions optical performance, the all-new 
MONARCH 5 further elevates its game with improved 
agility and advanced low light brilliance. 

By shaving nearly an ounce of weight from its rugged 
frame, the new MONARCH 5 is more athletic than 
ever, while the addition of Nikon ED glass lenses puts 
it in a class of its own for battling darkness with sharp, 
high-contrast views. MSRP: $329.95 
www.nikonsportoptics.com 




3. Igi 

• Integrated Hard Knuckle Armor 

• Full Leather Palm & Fingers for added durability 

• Reflective Logos and Print for Improved Visibility 

• Cuff Pull Tab to assist in pulling on 

• Silicone Print on Palm for Increased Grip 

• 3M 200g Thinsulate Insulation 

• 20g Thinsulate in palm for easier use of your controls 

• Touch screen compatible 

• Stainless Core heating technology provides superior life, 
even heating and extreme durability 

• Pre-curved fingers for added comfort 

• Hipora® Liner waterproof, windproof, and breathable 

• Lithium ion battery and controller with 3 heat settings 

• LED indicating activation and heat status 

• 110 volt wall charger with dual charging ports 

• Storage bag included 

• Sizes: S-3X 

• Retail Price: $199.95 






4 . Shoei Hornet X2 

Striking the optimal balance between on-and-off-road 
form and function, the Hornet X2 offers serious dual-sport 
enthusiasts the perfect helmet for all corners of their 
journey. Designed to maintain peak performance in every 
condition thrown its way without compromising the core 
values of a long distance touring helmet, the all-new Hor- 
net X2 is a true all-road, all-weather helmet. Starting 
at $594.99. Four shell sizes ensure a custom fit: 

•SM Shell: XS-SM helmets 

• MD Shell: MD helmets 

• LG Shell: LG helmets 

• XL Shell: XL-2XL helmets 
www.shoei-helmets.com 


5 . KTM Defender Premium Offroad Jacket 

• Reflector strap for better visibility 

• Water-repellent 500D nylon and YKK zips 

• Waterproof pocket between front panel and main zip fastener 

• Waterproof, multilayer, functional membrane 

• Mesh liningthroughout with optimum ventilation for 
impressive comfort 

• Partial perforation for optimum ventilation 

• Removable, integrated shoulder and elbow protectors 

• Double and triple-reinforced seams for 
maximum durability 

• Preformed elbow structure for increased 
ride comfort 

• Phone pocket in lining with Velcro fastener 

• 90% polyester / 10% nylon 

• Sizes: S-XXL 

• MSRP: $229.99 

www.ktm.com/us/powerwear 




6. Acerbis Suzuki DR650 skid Plate 

The Acerbis DR650 skid plate is made from a 
durable plastic that adds important protection 
to the lower frame rails as well as the water 
pump and engine cases. Applications: Suzuki 
DR650S:15-17, DR650SE:96-14. MSRP: $104.95 
www.acerbis.com 
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7 . SCOTT Hustle MX Sand Dust Goggle 

The already exceptional features of the SCOTT Hustle 
goggle are paired with the revolutionary Dust Catcher 
foam. Ride freely without worrying about even the small- 
est dust or sand particles. This assurance combined 
with a tinted lens, full UV protection and comfortable 
multilayer face foam makes this goggle a perfect choice 
for bright days spent riding in sandy and dusty 
conditions. Made in the USA. MSRP: $50 
u ( ott 5| ts.com 





8. Touratech Guardo Desert Glove 

Touratech Guardo Desert gloves combine all of the 
best material technologies into one glove. Perfect 
for warm weather riding on and off road, the Guardo 
Desert features a tough leather palm with high 
impact padding and abrasion resistant super fabric 
zones, while the top of the glove is constructed 
from lightweight textile for maximum airflow. The 
reinforced knuckles give your hands the best protec- 
tion, while intelligent flexible design keeps the glove 
comfortable and non-bulky. MSRP: $129.00 
www.touratech-usa.com 



9 . AGVSport Tundra Waterproof Textile Jacket 

New for 2017. The Tundra is a great jacket at a great 
price. Built of quality materials and with many features, 
the Tundra will offer a rider many years of enjoyable 
service. MSRP: $174.00 Features: Body of the 
outer shell constructed of 600D polyester. Lower 
arms constructed of durable and abrasion resis- 
tant 1200D dobby nylon matte fabric. Permanent 
waterproof yet breathable Reissa membrane 
between the outer layer and liner. Removable and 
washable thermal insulating 75g full quilted liner 
zips in over a permanent polyester mesh lining. 

8mm thick memory foam back pad. Neoprene 
in the collar for maximum rider comfort with an 
adjustable VELCRO brand closure. Reflective 
piping used all around the shoulders for added 
safety. Chest and back areas feature two vertical 
zip open vents. Pre-curved arms. 
www.agvsport.com 



EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 

Shinkos 705's tough rubber compound resists tearing during 
off road use while packing a versatile tread pattern providing 
excellent wet and dry weather traction and smooth running 
on the highway. Designed in a multitude of sizes the 705 fits 
most bikes while providing the miles per dollar you love. 


ShinkatireUSA.com 

























Distinction, Details and Desig 


Sand (Shown) 
Stonewash Black 
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MOTOREX 

Oil of Switzerland 


Motorex Power 
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motorexusa.com 










Baja stirs the soul with feelings of complete freedom 
and awakens the inner child with the break from modern 
life; empty beaches and desert vistas invite exploration 
and adventure. The endorphins are released soon after 
meandering south of the border, but trepidation can 
co-exist. Concerns of cartel violence, serious injuries 
and the unknown creeping from the crevices of a wan- 
dering mind. These same counter-currents ebbed within 
Andrew Short, Simon Cudby and myself but in a differ- 
ent realm; each of us leaving long standing careers in the 
motorcycle racing industry, voluntarily eschewing the 
comforts and stability that come with success. The ex- 
citement of liberty from the race calendar and discover- 
ing new opportunities at odds with the uneasy departure 
from the security and income of entrenched careers. 


LESSONS IN THE 

We fortunately received invitations to a 
yearly pilgrimage started in 2013 with 
just Todd Huffman and Todd Corbitt, two 
BMX racing icons, that has quickly grown 
into the 15-man contingent it is today. The 
planned five-day itinerary had the group 
chasing sunsets along the Pacific for the 
first two days, crossing east to the Sea of 
Cortez for a rest day at Gonzaga Bay, and 
finally skirting that side of the peninsula 
homeward on the fifth and final day. 

“Terrified” was the descriptor most ut- 
tered by Andrew Short during the initial 
planning stages of the trip. “Freaked out” 
was a close second. Growing up racing 
and being a true professional in super- 
cross and motocross limits exposure to 
many adventures, including forays into 
Baja. “Shorty” self admittingly describes 
his upbringing and successful 16-year 
professional racing career as being “ex- 
tremely sheltered,” and his peripheral 
knowledge of drug cartels and fears of 
injury in a third world country swirled in 
his conscious. Very much akin to the ap- 
prehensions brought about by being only 
33 and retired. 33 is still youthful, and 
herein lies the hurdle - what to do with 
the rest of my life? The excitement of rac- 
ing, the limelight, the paychecks and the 
familiarity of the paddocks now all gone, 
with a huge empty slate to fill. Terrifying 
indeed from Andrew’s perspective. 
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After the usual border crossing bureaucracies, our group cruised 
south to Ensenada, then traced the Pacific on our first taste of 
dirt. Making dust while smelling the sea air and seeing waves in the 
fringes is uniquely a Baja experience, as is the mandatory random 
mechanical. Todd Corbitt heard a “pop” and soon had a fireball in 
the form of a battery blazing below his motor. Quick thinking and 
quicker action ejected the fire hazard before the entire bike was 
ablaze. Undeterred, Todd managed to keep the bike somewhat run- 
ning once jump started, and exercising true Baja grit, completed the 
trip creating various solutions with available materials. We rolled 
into Coyote Cal’s hostel in Erendira, just in time to sip a Pacifico as 
the sun dipped into the ocean. No vote was required, at this point 
the trip was already a success. 



The photo credit “Simon Cudby” is synonymous with supercross 
and motocross racing. The ‘‘Governor’s” visual arts have been 
dominating motorcycling magazines, race programs and websites 
for ten years, drawing unanimous applause from fans and profes- 
sional photographers alike. When Simon’s talent is coupled with his 
work ethic, incredible photography and industry praise is inevitable. 
Simon has enjoyed the fruits of his labor, creating a comfortable life 
for his family in Southern California, another immigrant success 
story. But, professional success has a way of eroding personal life 
and after an absurd amount of flights, hotels and deadlines, it was 
time to turn the page. The magazine you are now reading is partly 
Simon’s creation and in a way, his future. Although you will still see 
“Cudby” in photo credits for team shoots, advertisements and oc- 
casional races, Simon has “dropped the mic” and will no longer be 
visually filling racing publications. 
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A lazy morning and family-style breakfast preceded the 
call for “stands up,” but Baja had struck again via a dis- 
abling mechanical. Darryl VanNieuwenhuise of Cyclops 
Adventure Sports was busy first thing in the morning 
administering CPR to a clutch that was pronounced dead 
on arrival, with his wing man Alex Martens of Konflict 
Motorpsorts. One of the old guard suggested stuffing a 
leather shoestring in the clutch pack and to everyone’s 
surprise, Darryl’s bike sprang to life, the MacGyver re- 
pair proving worthy for the remainder of the trip! Rolling 
further south skirting the ocean, the day’s route included 
visiting a collapsed grotto on the beach at La Lobera that 
housed sea lions, accessed by miles of twisty dirt road. 
A geographical insanity, the tide goes under the beach, 
emerging in a rock lined sinkhole, the perfect shelter out 
of the wind but in the sun for the lucky mammals. The long 
day of incredible riding ended with 40+ miles of rocky dirt 
to an empty windsurfing camp on the beach at Punta San 
Carlos. Solitude was in spades as there were no other hu- 
mans camping on this abutment into the Pacific. 
















The next day brought an early rise and the beauty of the rocky shore became apparent in the morn- 
ing light. After camp coffee and proper tea for Simon and English mate Chris Modell (“Modelo”), 
who was riding dirt for the first time, we reversed the 40+ miles of dirt inland. Pauses were manda- 
tory, all of us awestruck by hillsides lined with the world’s largest cacti, the cardon cactus. These 
unbelievably immense plants can grow to 70 feet tall, weigh 25 tons and live well over 300 years. 



Equally as inspiring is their ability to do so in such harsh and arid conditions; the same can be said 
for the people carving an existence in many areas of Baja. The temperature dipped as we essen- 
tially transferred ourselves from the Pacific side of the Baja Peninsula to the Sea of Cortez side, 
ending a long day on the pegs at Alfonsinas Resort at Bahia San Luis Gonzaga. We would enjoy a 
rest day in relatively luxurious accommodations, a stark contrast to the night before. 
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The rest day was spent absorbing sunshine, great con- 
versation and as much food as possible. An impromptu 
bar was set up and drinks, comprised of only top shelf 
liquors and freshly squeezed limes, were crafted by 
Juan Carlos Pacheco Banuelos (“JC”), whose company 
BajaVoyager provided chase services and logistics. The 
drinks, food and guitar lubricated discussions, stories 
and jokes between old friends and new acquaintances 
alike. Swimming, hiking, fishing and disconnected re- 
laxation ruled the day, and like the rising tide, returned 
energy once again to riders facing a long journey home. 
Although this day had zero riding, the soul filling was 
aplenty, and without a doubt, everyone would consider 
each other a friend moving forward- another example 
of the Baja magic. 

The last day of riding was the longest, and arguably the 
best for our group. Simon and Chris departed early and 
along with the rest of the main group, planned crossing 
back into the US in Mexicali. Our tribe of Andrew, Daryl, 
















Alex and myself were led by Chris Parker of Rottweiler Performance on a different, more dirt oriented route 
to the border crossing at Tecate. Normally traveling north in Baja is accompanied by a sense of dread as 
re-entry into normal life is looming. Not this time, as 60+ miles of dirt, highlighted by the Compadre Trail 
(in epic conditions due to recent rains), was on tap as the finale of the journey. This longest day was also 
interspersed with a flat tire, failed rear brake, blown rear shock, jettisoned pannier (with all my camera gear) 
and broken side stand safety switch, all handled with aplomb - no stress and sometimes laughter. At the 
beginning of the trip, situations like this might raise blood pressures. However, five days into the trip, these 
pesky problems were simply Baja norm. By overcoming them as a group they only added to the camaraderie 
and cemented the bonds of friendship. Once on the Compadre Trail, permanent grins were engaged, all of us 
immersed in the unbelievable dirt that almost delivered us to the border. 

Where does this all leave me, the author? After eleven seasons of training both professional and amateur 
riders, I too am leaving the full-time racing bubble. The two main motives being “hating the player and not 
the game,” combined with having a child. Training riders, like Shorty, requires personal connections which 
leaves you emotionally vulnerable, and I got kicked one time too many by young “rock stars.” I also have 
a three-year-old daughter who once asked me “why are you home,” immediately prompting thoughts of 
change. I have the same excited outlook and sometimes crippling anxieties as Cudby and Short, leaving a 
profession of security and comfort to venture out into the unknown future. Contributing to this magazine as 
well as other adventure oriented publications are pieces of this still undetermined future. 
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LESSONS IN THE 

Short, Cudby and myself are all leaving lives we know, 
have even mastered, with all its comforts and securi- 
ties, for the opportunity to enter a new, more personally 
fulfilling era. Risks abound and nothing is guaranteed. 
Everyone on this trip crossed north, potentially leaving 
certainties behind. Errant drivers, stray animals, the 
remoteness and just the realities of riding a dirt bike 
at speed, all have immense consequences. But we all 
went, fully committed, accepting the risks, understand- 
ing the consequences, overcoming problems. ...and 
enjoying every minute of it. There are lessons in there 
somewhere; the lonely dirt roads sprinkling wisdom in a 
way that only happens in Baja, end 







ADVENTURE IS AROUND 

EVERY CORNER 



Built to tackle any terrain and powered by a 
1037cc V-twin that delivers incredible low- to 
mid-range torque, the V-Strom 1000 ABS 
Adventure leaves no corner unturned. 




Matching, quick-release side 
cases provide ample storage 
and are easily locked using 
the ignition key 


Legendary Suzuki V-Twin 
technology delivers excellent 
fuel economy with 
proven reliability 



Hand adjustable touring 
windshield reduces wind 
noise and rider fatigue 



Multi-mode traction control can 
be adjusted or disabled 
on-the-fly with status displayed 
on the instrument panel.* 



Advert tzLjre 


*The Traction Control System is not a substitute for the rider's throttle control. It cannot prevent loss of traction due to 
excessive speed when the rider enters a turn and/or applies the brakes. Neither can it prevent the front wheel from losing grip. 
Suzuki, the "S" logo, and Suzuki model and product names are Suzuki Trademarks or ®. © Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 2016. 
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We’re 12,000 feet above sea level. The road to the top of the moun- 
tain pass has been swallowed by a glacial waterfall. The rocks glis- 
ten in the mid-day sun, water lapping and flowing over the sheer 
cliff to the valley floor below. I attack it with every ounce of skill 
I’ve got, feet dancing on the pegs and beads of sweat forming on 
my head. The oxygen starved air has robbed me and the banana 
yellow XR250 of the little horsepower we started with. I manage 
to smash my way across the rocks with good speed and a small 
degree of finesse. 

The XR is wailing, revving higher than it ever has before. I hold the 
throttle wide open. In front, the ground surges upward around a 
corner. The desert earth is loose, baked by the sun. The ground is 
void of grip as I attack the turn. The revs die down as the XR strug- 
gles. There is no way we’re going to make it to the top. The little 
Honda is gasping, struggling to drag us forward. I jump off and run 
the bike the thirty feet to flat ground. My lungs gasp for oxygen 
and my heart bursts through my chest. Welcome to Nepal! 





the upper mustang 

The finest thing about traveling into the unknown, to 
places off the beaten path and away from the guide 
books, is the beauty of never knowing. You don’t know 
anythingabout the terrain, the people, the weatherand 
you certainly don’t know what to expect. 

The lack of certainty is what makes it an adventure. 
The moments that catch you off guard will undoubted- 
ly be the ones that stick; the stories you regale in the 
pub and commit to paper, the stories that make the 
whole thing memorable. 

Nepal in its own right is not off the beaten path. Quite 
the opposite. It’s a tourist trap filled with an immense 
amount of western foreigners bashing their way 
through the cities and mountains, hauling themselves 
around the biggest mountains on earth and taking 
photos of religious culture. 

Nepal is also a place that has had its fair share of po- 
litical discord. Nestled in the center of the country, 
bordering Tibet, is one of the earth’s most special 
creations- the mountainous cold desert of the Upper 
Mustang. Only a few locations across the globe are like 
this; the Upper Mustang is one of the least visited by 
outsiders. 

For years the Upper Mustang has served as a restrict- 
ed demilitarized zone between the Nepalese and Tibet. 
In 1992 its restricted status was lifted, but other than 
trekking in with a guide, there was no access. No roads, 
no vehicles, no electricity and very few people. 

In 2015 an epic five-year road crafting project came to 
an end. The Nepalese army completed access from the 
town of Jomsom to the Chinese border. Electricity had 
been run, a path through the mountains carved and 
access to an empty, preserved and incredible corner of 
the earth became possible by bike. The rainless, thriv- 
ing high altitude mountain lands of the Upper Mustang 
were now a realistic motorcycle goal. 
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beni to the border 

A trip into the Mustang is something that requires organizing. It’s not a turn up and ride kind of thing, mostly 
because of the political hoops. You legally still need a registered guide, which means that somebody needs to 
organize it all. My friend Chris was that guy. 

The prep he gave me about the trip was pretty straightforward: “The riding is all on a dirt road, it’s going to be high 
altitude, the accommodation will be very basic and it’ll be cold at night so bring a decent sleeping bag.” 

Firstly, I forgot my sleeping bag. Secondly, “dirt road” is a very, very loose term. 

Every story about traveling into the Upper Mustang starts in the Lower Mustang. You have no choice on that 
matter because of the aforementioned single dirt road. In the humid, subtropical forests surrounding Beni, the 
tarmac transporting an endless stream of tiny Suzuki Alto taxis, honking their way across the country, comes 
to an end. The road gives way to a single car width dirt thoroughfare that paves the way for tourists and locals 
aiming for the mountainous, sacred temples at Muktinath. The vibrant, air condition-less buses, painted with 
promises of free Wi-Fi and much more, dominate the road. The savage Kali Gandaki river provides an epic rum- 
bling soundtrack to the exquisite madness. 

It’s a road that manages epic quantities of traffic flow, with bus after packed bus followed by a constant stream 
of four-wheel drives. The ground was beat up. We were at the tail end of the monsoon season. The road had been 
driven to bed-rock by months of rain and the bed-rock shaped by the constant pounding of overladen buses. 
The riding was incredibly fun. 
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The skies opened up. The road became laden with foot-deep ruts squashed in by buses and the smiles spread 
across our faces. We scrambled, footed and fought our way through the melee. Our pace was slow and huge 
puddles engulfed the road which was littered with broken buses and abandoned cars. Like I said, “dirt road” 
is a loose term. 


As the darkness loomed, one of the crew, Mikke, caught the sump of his CRF 250L on a substantial rock. The oil 
flowed profusely, dropping its inside on the ground to our dismay. We went in search of oil and a repair. In the end 








we towed it through the dark and cold rain, ate steamed dumplings and slept in our cold, un-heated bunkroom. 
It was a great first day. 

The next day we made it to the border of the Upper Mustang. The town of Kagbeni is the last place on the road you 
can travel to without a permit. It’s also the first place that really feels like you’ve made it past the tourist influence. A 
handful of guest houses serve hikers trudging the famous Annapurna circuit, young monks play in the stream and 
cows roam the dusty streets. 



dhakmar 

Three days of riding and an altitude gain of nearly three thousand metres followed. With each corner we rounded and 
every peak we crossed the scenery became more dramatic. Every peak around us touched over 6000m. Behind us 
loomed the massive Annapurna range, where we found three peaks over the magic 8000m mark. The road condition 
improved as the desert swallowed the forest and loose rocks replaced mud. 

We slept in basic tea rooms and embraced the squat toilets and ice cold showers with open arms. Each morning we 
clambered out early for the epic sunrises. At this point it was already becoming a magical trip. The simplicity of life 
was special, the scenery unlike anything we had ever seen, the history incredible. And then we saw the mountain 
at Dhakmar. 



Across the ice blue glacial melt river flowing through the valley below the three-house village of Lo-Ghami, is an 
ancient mane wall (pronounced ma-ney) painted with vivid red, blue and white paint. Standing nearly three metres 
high and 150m long, it provides an incredible foreground to the magical wall of coloured earth that stands above the 
town of Dhakmar. 

Patches of intense blues and vibrant reds run through the orange sandstone like they were painted by an artist. The 
crevasses and channels cut by thousands of years of rain bursts and wind, house caves cut by an ancient people. It’s 
hard to do it justice with words on a page. We bumbled across the plain, following a faint horse track and stunned by 
the golden setting sun catching the gargantuan, immediate cliff face in front of us. It was truly special. 





1 c manthan<3 

The road into the capital of Upper Mustang is virtual highway. Littered with miserably faced hikers getting wind 
blasted with the talcum powder-like dust. The weather was warm and the altitude was taking its toll. A touch of 
dehydration was accentuated immensely by the thin air. 

The incessant light grey dust was slowly becoming tedious. That is until we reached the top of the hill above 
Lo-Manthang. With the Himalayas now behind us, the draw distance reached as far you can imagine. Crumbled 
paper foothills surrounded the tiny walled town of 876 people. 

Lo-Manthang is everything you could hope it would be. The influence of 20 years of trekkers was apparent, but it’s 
still a place that is holding tightly onto its culture, heritage and the way of life they’ve maintained for thousands of 
years. Everything from the incredible 800-year old Buddhist monasteries, to the washing done in the aqueduct, 
was magical. People almost didn’t care about the intruders. We were flies existing in their town, allowed to move 
around, soak it in and move on. 

The introduction of electricity hasn’t, as of yet, brought much more than light and power to the guesthouses. They 
still do everything the old fashioned way, still use horses to move around and work tremendously hard. Some 
have graduated to motorcycle to move themselves but the only four wheeled vehicles are present to cater for the 
desires of the trekkers. 

After two nights, a horseback trip to the ancient caves and plenty of time to take in the local tranquility, our time was 
running out. We had to head back to the border. 
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“Wow, that bike is off the edge of a cliff. I hope the bloke is okay.’’ The voice in my head spoke those 
very words. We’d been riding along cliff edges for seven days. The prospect and odds of one of the 
group having a moment wasn’t lost on me. Not all cliff edges are created equal and frankly that’s a 
proverbial god send. The rest of the soliloquy played out in my head: “Wait, that looks kind of like a 
CRF. Ah damn, that is a CRF.” 

The key point of recognizing a CRF 250L is that almost no-one in Nepal can afford a CRF 250L. We 
were currently the only people on them in the Mustang. Mikke had ridden himself off a cliff. It’s as 
plain and simple as that really. He couldn’t have chosen a better place, had any more luck or come 
away any less damaged. The edge he careened backward off was gentle by Mustang cliff standard. 
Just 500m prior, the crevasse to our left hung vertically like a curtain at a theatre. From my vertigo, 
height-hating eyes, it was a bottomless chasm. 

Where Mikke rode off, it wasn’t. Gravity clung him and his bike to the dirt. We dragged him up, 
attached a rope to the bike and rode into the sunset with just a bent set of handlebars to show for it. 
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the end - returning to kathmandu 

Once you’ve reached the end of the Mustang road, the 
only way out is back from whence you came. The road 
backward is arguably the better direction. The road 
faces the Annapurna until you reach Jomsom. The 
whole ride is in the awe-inspiring shadow of a snow- 
capped mountain standing 5000m above you. It’s 
uplifting, intimidating and adds something even more 
special to the journey. 

When you reach the sub-tropical forests, the density of 
people, the chaos of a road filled with Nepalese on a pil- 
grimage and the noise all come as a shock. For the last 
seven days the only noise had been the wind, the trickle 
of a stream and the mellow purr of a gutless, choked 
Honda. Now it bustles. Buses honk, bikes zip between 
rows of traffic and everyone wants to sell something. 
The shock is overwhelming and it only gets worse as 


you get closer to Kathmandu. The pollution closes in, 
the air tastes dirty and rubbish piles high on the side of 
the road. The salvation to our return to civilization is the 
offset of an ice cold beer against the warm humidity and 
the best shower in two weeks. 

The Upper Mustang is an incredible place that has been 
inadvertently preserved by the restrictions placed upon 
it. It means that right now, it’s rough and basic. It’s a raw 
experience where the riding is challenging, the altitude 
physical and the scenery is unlike anything else I’ve ever 
had the joy of experiencing. It is a motorcycle adventure 
paradise, end 

with thanks to 

The Trip to Nepal is organized by Chris Wilthuis of Ex- 
plore360, an adventure riding company based in Stock- 
holm. We used a collection of Honda CRF 250L’s for the 
trip and flew into Kathmandu. For more information go 

to www.explore360.nu 



Aussie company MotoZ is making a big push in the ADV market with their Tractionator Adventure tires. 

The first thing that strikes you when you see the tires is their huge amount of tread. Compared to the 
KTM1190R stock Continental TKC80 rear, the Tractionator looks like it has almost double the tread 
depth to start. Using basic math skills it’s easy to see why people are getting about 5,000 miles out of 
the Tractionators versus an average of 2,500 from the Conti. 


Words and photos: Simon Cudby 


We mounted our set on our KTM 1190R for a six 
day trip through the California desert down to Baja, 
Mexico. First impressions on the asphalt were really 
good, and the 1190R handled like a big dirt bike with 
mellow turn in on tight corners, and predictable 
manners on faster windy sections. 

Once we got off-road heading through the Ocotillo 
Wells SRVA, the Tractionators were even happier. 
Our bikes were loaded down with kit, but these tires 
made it all a bit easier with their high grip levels in a 
variety of sand and rock terrain. 

The second half of our trip was in north Baja with 


fast road sections and 65mph off-road sections 
down to the coast. The front tire was really confi- 
dence inspiring on a fully loaded big bike when cor- 
nering on loose gravel trails. None of those “oh shit” 
moments from a front end unexpected push. 

Overall these tires earned high marks in all the situ- 
ations we encountered on the ride. 1500 miles later 
there was more tread left than a new Conti, so lots 
more riding left on this set. 

More info at 
150/70-18 $179.99 
90/90-21 $89.99 







RAD3K GoPro Mounting Kit 



So you’ve got your new GoPro Hero5, and you’re mount. It works well for both video shots and 

looking for some more interesting angles than the stills, although the video option really provides 

helmet top view that has become the standard the better feel of the action, 

for action sports videos. Well look no further than The possibilities are now pretty endless when it 

the RAD3K kits. Based in Idaho, the RAD3K team comes to placing your GoPro. From the handle- 

has developed an easy way to spice up your ADV bars to the rear axle, the USA built RAD3K kit 

videos by offering a kit with all the trick mounts has all the mounting options covered. This is the 

included. first product system from RAD3K, but they are 

Based on the RAM mount system, the Pro Kit looking to expand their product line soon: “With 

has two different length RAM arms and three media sharing and camera technology advanc- 

different ball mounting options including a GoPro ing at an alarming rate there is no telling what 

mount, and two U-bolts, in a convenient roll bag the future holds for RAD3K. But no matter where 

that is about the size of a water bottle. The Lite this goes, chances are we will always be enjoying 

Kit is a more basic kit that comes with a GoPro the outdoors on power sport vehicles and docu- 

adapter, long extension arm and u-bolt mount. menting our footage.” 

We tried mounting the longer arm on the right 

side crash bar of our KTM 1190R, and we were More infowww.rad3k.com 

happy to get some more interesting shots that Pro Kit $110 

had a more unique perspective than the helmet Lite Kit $49.95 
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Story by Seiji Ishii 
Photos by Simon Cudby, Konflict Motorsports 




KONFLICT MOTORSPORTS^ 

★ PROJECT HONDA AFRICA TWIN* 

The moniker “Africa Twin” rings romantic to motorcycle and enduro aficionados 
worldwide. Honda Racing Corporation (HRC) created their first purpose built, 
twin cylinder bike in 1986, during the peak of interest in the Paris-Dakar Rally. 
Officially dubbed the NXR750, HRC’s efforts to upset the near win monopoly that 
Yamaha and BMW enjoyed since the race’s inception in 1979 proved worthy; the 
bike notched four consecutive wins starting with its debut. This works machine 
became a sensation, and rightfully so, as Paris-Dakar was deemed “the world’s 
toughest motor race.” Honda fed the resultant demand from adventure hungry 
motorcyclists with production versions starting in 1988, and the beloved Africa 
Twin faithfully stirred wandering souls until its deletion in 2003. 







KONFLICT HOTORSPORTS ★ PROJECT HONDA AFRICA TWIN* 

The release of the 2017 Africa Twin CRF1000L was met with both rabid anticipa- 
tion and subdued skepticism, as Honda certainly had big shoes to fill and dreamy 
notions to satisfy by resurrecting the model name. Early industry and enthusiast 
reviews have stamped the 2017 Honda Africa Twin as an easy to ride and fully ca- 
pable adventure touring machine. But, part of the fun of owning a motorcycle, no 
matter how proficient it is in stock form, is to modify it and truly make it your own. 

Alex Martens, owner of Konflict Motorsports of Kent, Washington, took delivery 
of his own 2017 Honda Africa Twin and parlaying his knowledge, experience and 
industry connections, set forth in constructing a dream Africa Twin for this lucky 
author to ride and review during an upcoming Baja trip (featured elsewhere in 
this issue). This bike-building service is a source of pride for Martens, and that 
became apparent as he juggled a myriad of issues that can arise when modifying 
a brand-new model soon after release. Parts scarcity, fitment problems and just 
a lack of data, presented obstacles. But Martens would not be denied and I was 
introduced to the pristine Konflict Motorsports Project Africa Twin upon my ar- 
rival in California, the day before our planned departure. 

Konflict Motorsports is principally a suspension shop specializing in the adven- 
ture and off-road segments, so it’s no surprise that Martens attacked the forks 
and shock first. Custom straight rate springs were installed to slightly alter chas- 
sis angles. Valving was modified to nullify effects of an overly compliant mid- 
stroke and improve bottoming characteristics, the internals closed off with SKF 
brand seals. The stock shock was too small in Marten’s opinion, and although 
workable, a revalved Touratech Extreme shock was installed. The shock valving 
changes were aimed at improving bottoming control and added a touch of high 
and low speed dampening. 
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KONFLICT MOTORSPORTS ★ PROJECT HONDA AFRICA TWIN* 



Wheels were replaced with ones from Dubya; Excel rims laced to Talon hubs with 
Dubya Bulldog spokes and billet aluminum nipples, mainly chosen for durability, 
with added bling being a bonus. GoldenTyre 723x’s were shod front (90/90/212) 
and rear (150/70/18) to tackle traction issues when leaving pavement. 

Cyclops Adventure Sports provided a Honda Africa Twin LED Auxiliary Light 
Kit, consisting of Long Range OPR lights, with one ten and one twenty-degree 
beam pattern, mounted to a bracket below the front fairing, bringing welcome 
extended vision. Double Take Adventure mirrors do the same for highway 
jaunts and provide folding ability. The small version of the Touratech Touring 
Windscreen was chosen to lessen the danger of contacting the top edge while 
exercising aggressive body english. 



KONFLICT MOTORSPORTS ★ PROJECT HONDA AFRICA TWIN* 

Rider cockpit alterations included Fasstco Flexx Handlebars graced with Pro Taper MX Pillow 

Top grips, chosen to improve comfort and delay fatigue. Black Dog Cycle Works provided their 
Traction Footpegs designed to add all-day comfort, grip and control when compared to the small 
and narrow OEM pegs. A custom Renazco Racing Dual Sport Seat, adorned with suede leather, of- 
fered adjustable height and additional comfort on long highway transfers between dirt sections. 



The motor was left stock to ensure durability but an Arrow Maxi Race-Tech Exhaust and Stain- 
less Steel Header system was bolted on to massage the power delivery and soothe ears with 
pleasant tones. 



Giant Loop provided a baggage system comprised 
of their Fandango Tank bag and Around the World 
Panniers, which were mated to a 
Touratech Pannier Rack. 


Four wonderful days on lonely dirt roads and 
meandering highways of the Baja peninsula 
allowed me to get intimate with Konflict Motor- 
sports’ creation. The suspension modifications 
were the most obvious addition, the hold up 
and action, even fully loaded with gear, allowed 
as much aggression and speed that I could muster. 

The GoldenTyre tires were equally impressive, particularly the 
rear, which doled out smooth highway miles and great traction on dirt 
rocks and gravel. Impressive for a single tire to be correspondingly 
capable on both tarmac and dirt. A clear benefit was provided by 
the Fasstco Flexx Handlebars, which noticeably reduced vibration 
transfer to the arms, especially on the graded gravel roads found 
throughout Baja. 


An Altrider skid plate protects the underbelly of the Africa Twin, replacing 
notoriously flimsy OEM skids and Cycra Probend System 


Handguards armored both hands and bike. 
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★ PROJECT HONDA AFRICA TWIN* 



I chose to wear softer adventure specific boots and I stood almost exclusively on dirt; the Black Dog Cycle 
Works Traction footpegs’ large surface area never left my feet sore and I was never seeking more grip. 

The brand-new and spotless bike was unsympathetically subjected to Baja style abuse almost immedi- 
ately after leaving pavement. The sounds of rock roost pinging the Altrider skid plate started the minute 
we hit dirt, but it survived the trip virtually unscathed. Same can be said for the Doubletake mirrors, 
which I witnessed deflecting as designed when I came too close to brush at speed. 

Rolling into camp or accommodations late is not unusual for adventure based riding, and being able 
to see at dusk is especially important in Baja. The Cyclops Adventure Sports Auxiliary Light Kit was 
wholly appreciated during these times, providing much more vision than the stock set up alone. 

All the other modifications, the exhaust, wheels, seat, windshield, luggage, etc. meshed well with the 
above enhancements to provide performance, durability, comfort and safety gains that surely added 
to the average speed attained while crossing the landscapes of Baja, but that wasn’t really the point. 
Martens and Konflict Motorsports created a machine that honestly faded into the background of my 
conscious while riding, allowing me to absolutely engross myself in the moments that create the mem- 
ories, adding to my experience in a way that was priceless 



The following Project Africa Twin items are available from hot ors ports 


Custom fork springs/revalving 
SKF fork seals 

Touratech Extreme Rear Shock, revalved 

GoldenTyre 723x tires 

Fasstco Flexx Handlebars 

Cycra Probend System Handguards 

Arrow Exhaust System 

Giant Loop Baggage 


www.konflictmotorsports.com 

www.skf.com/us/index.html 

www.tou ratech .com 

www.goldentyrewest.com 

www.fasstco.com 

www.cycraracing.com 

www.arrow.it/en 

www.giantloopmoto.com 


Other items used on the Project Africa Twin: 


Dubya Wheels 

Cyclops Adventure Sports Lights 
Touratech Touring Windscreen and Pannier 
Doubletake Adventure Mirrors 
ProTaper MX Pillow Top Grips 
Black Dog Cycle Works Traction Footpegs 
Renazco Racing Dual Sport Seat 
Altrider Skid Plate 


www.dubyausa.com 
www.cyclopsadventuresports.com 
Racks www.touratech.com 

www.doubletakemirror.com 
www. prota per.com 
www.blackdogcw.com 
www.renazco.com 
www.altrider.com 





Upshift: Alex, give us a background of Konflict Mo- 
torsports. 

Konflict was started in ‘08 in Southern Cal- 
ifornia, and we moved to the Pacific Northwest in 
2009. Basically, I fell into the adventure market just 
out of a passion for it. I really started developing 
settings geared towards the adventure market due 
to the fact that there really wasn’t anybody specif- 
ically geared towards it at that time. Then we kind 
of evolved into developing our own products. At the 
time, I developed it on our own cartridge system for 
the BMW F800s. I do a lot of consulting work with 
some of the manufacturers, after-market manufac- 
turers, and really kind of just fell in love with it- the 
freedom that you find with it. 

Upshift: So do you do any other sort of moto work? 

We don’t do motocross. We do off-road. We 
also have a Dakar program with Rally Pan Am, and 
it’s getting bigger every day. 


Upshift: What’s your most popular product ? 

The KTM lineup. WP components, 690s, 
1190s, 990 Adventures, 950 Adventures. It’s really 
the bread and butter of our business. We do a lot of 



work with Triumph Tigers, WP-equipped Triumph 
Tigers. The BMW lineup. Entirely R1200GSs, F800s, 
and stuff like that. 


Upshift: Where is your head office located? 

Kent, Washington, just south of Seattle. 
Upshift: So there’s a lot of good riding up there? 

Incredible riding- some of the best for adven- 
ture bike. I don’t think there’s anywhere better in 
the summer. You could ride mountains or desert. 
We’re very fortunate to have a backcountry dis- 
covery route located within about a 45-minute ride 
from our shop. You could start there, head all the 
way up to the Canadian border or head south. 

Upshift: Seiji Ishii, one of our contributors, went to 
a rally school with you. Tell us a little bit about that. 

So I have gotten involved in the rally scene. 
That’s really where a lot of my personal passion is 
geared towards as of now, due to the fact that in 
the adventure segment, I found a sense of freedom 
riding a dirt bike on off-road trails. I could ride 4 to 
500 miles in a day. I could ride off-road, on-road or 
camp off of the bike. I found the sense of freedom 
that I didn’t experience before. Then I tried Rally for 
the first time, and I kind of had that same sense of 
adventure as to where it was my responsibility to 
figure out how to get from point A to point B; and if 
I didn’t figure it out, there was the sense of adven- 
ture that I might spend the night out in the desert or 
something along those lines. So that really grew out 
of a personal passion, and then just working with 
some of the best guys in the Rally scene. 

Upshift: Now, is that part of Konflict or is that a sep- 
arate business? 

That is part of Konflict, absolutely. So I have 
a working partnership with Rally Management Ser- 
vices and Rally Pan Am with Dave Peckham. 


Really coming out with innovative products 
geared specifically toward the adventure market. 
We are going to expand into other things other 
than suspension, not as far as services, but there 
are products that we see that are lacking in cer- 
tain areas that can be improved. I plan to get to 
Dakar in the near future; I’d really like to improve 
the Dakar program. I’d also really like to grow the 
off-road rally adventure segment significantly 
from where we’re at now. 

Upshift: So we’re down in Baja on this trip, and 
you’ve come down here with all of us. What’s been 
the highlight of your trip down here? 

To be honest, getting the opportunity 
to come down here and do this has been an 
eye-opener for me. Hearing the stories from leg- 
ends like Jack Penton, and hearing stories from 
guys like Scott Cox and Todd Huffman, and just 
about everybody that’s here. It’s really motivated 
me, in a way, to continue giving back to the sport 
in any way possible. We do a lot of things that 
we don’t really publicly announce; we donate a 
lot to Stewards of the Sequoias and Blue Ribbon 
Coalition. We do a lot of trail advocacy, but there 
are things that were mentioned here and brought 
to my attention that had never crossed my mind 
that I think has kind of motivated me, in a way, to 
continue forward momentum. I have always been 
a firm believer in giving back to the sport, so this 
has really opened my eyes. Just getting to be in 
Baja and experience this with a new group of guys 
that all get along has been a lot of fun. I wouldn’t 
say that there was a specific highlight, I would 
just say that the whole experience has been out- 
rageous for me. 




AVAILABLE IN BLACK & GREY 
S-4XL // $395 
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“Into the Valley of Death rode the five ADV bikers'! 

Well that's not how the story goes , but this one has a happier ending. 
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Story and Photo by Simon Cudby 





Leaving Orange County, CA on a Ducati Multistrada Enduro 1200, we headed north through the 
high desert with its 40mph cross winds. Our first stop was at ex-motocross racer Goat Brekker’s 
Goat Sky Ranch. The town of Randsburg ( population 69) is an old gold mining town from the late 
1800’s, and is now a weekend meccafor off-roaders. Up early, we hit the road northeast to our first 





taste of dirt at the Trona Pinnacles, an area with tufa spires that have been the stars of many films 
such as Star Trek and Planet of the Apes. I switched the Ducati into Enduro mode on the fly, and 
was instantly comfortable at speed on the loose gravel and sand access road. It’s almost a shame 
to get this Italian beauty dirty, but that is what she is built for. 



Back on asphalt our next stop was off-road again at Ballarat, home to the infamous Manson 
Family in the 60’ s, and also featured in the film “Easy Rider.” Today there is just a small store 
to get a cold drink, and really not much else. 



I found myself hitting 85mph on the dirt back out to the highway , and decided out of self-preser- 
vation to back it down a bit, even though the Multistrada had a lot more. 
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We stopped for gas and lunch in Stovepipe Wells in the heart of Death Valley. Average temps in 
July are 115F, hut on this day, fortunately it was only 55F. Passing the giant Mesquite Flat Sand 
Dunes (not flat ironically), we detoured on a dirt road to Chloride City. As the trail continued, it 



started to get pretty rough and sandy , and on a loaded ADV bike it became a bit treacherous to 
say the least. There were a couple of “sack up” moments where the consequences of not making a 
section were huge. I did not want to drop this Italian piece of art. 



Leaving the town of Beatty, Nevada the morning of day three, it was freezing outside- well, 
actually below freezing at a cool 26F and heated grips were appreciated. On this day we were 
riding through the highlight of the trip, Titus Canyon. The trail cut off the highway onto dirt, 
and we started to climb through the Grapevine Mountains with breathtaking vistas over each 
rise. The trail turned downward and the canyon walls started closing in, while the low morning 
sunlight bounced off the walls giving a warm glow to the gravel trail. The big Ducati was han- 
dling great as long as I kept on the throttle, but as the canyon narrowed, the gravel got deeper 



and the turns got much slower. Everyone in our group was having some “moments” on their 
KTM, Honda, and Yamaha bikes as well. 

Titus Canyon is one of the most amazing places Eve seen; straight out of an Indiana Jones movie se- 
quence. We exited the canyon for the long ride back to civilization. The Multistrada is just a dream 
to ride at speed on the open road in Sport Mode. The miles clicked off rapidly, and we entered the 
15 FWY at Baker, CA only to find all the Las Vegas weekend traffic heading home across the desert. 
What a contrast from a few hours earlier when we were the only people for miles in the canyon. 


The Ducati Multistrada Enduro 1200 is a hike with all the creature comforts of 
a road touring hike, with the ability to hold its own in the dirt. The suspension is 
perfect, and matched with the Pirelli Scorpion knobbies, I could ride the trails 



all day on this hike. Having the ability to fine-tune all the modes is a big plus, 
but the default settings for each drive mode seem to do the job just fine. The fit 
and finish of this bike is like a high-end Italian sports car. . .just beautiful. End 
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Your next adventure 


www.3bros.com 

1560 Superior Ave. #C 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
Phone: 949-642-0546 


#1 KTM and Husqvarna 
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